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PROjECT ON ADVANCED SYSTEMS AND CONCEPTS  
FOR COUNTERINg WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION
In 2011, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) 
established a research unit at the Naval Postgraduate School 
to plan and conduct strategic and future-oriented research 
studies — PASCC was born. These studies support DTRA’s 
mission to counter the full spectrum of threats posed by WMD.
The creation of PASCC marked a transformation in the way 
DTRA sponsors research on emerging WMD challenges, to 
be more efficient and effective in helping policy makers tackle 
tough issues.
Roots in Forward-Looking Research
PASCC is based in Monterey, California. At the nexus of 
the academic and military worlds, the project is housed at 
the Center on Contemporary Conflict (CCC) at the Naval 
Postgraduate School (NPS). The CCC serves as the program 
planning and implementation office, research center, and 
intellectual clearinghouse for PASCC. 
With over a decade’s experience providing forward-looking 
research and organizing international seminars or Track II 
dialogues, the CCC was a natural partner for the PASCC 
mission. CCC faculty in the Department of National Security 
Affairs bring an array of expertise, academic tools, and 
research networks to deepen program outcomes. 
Delivering Answers to Tough Questions
Understanding the predominance of inbox issues, PASCC 
is charged with issues that are not well understood or well 
developed in the existing literature. PASCC supports and 
awards projects that increase strategic analysis and foresight. 
The research links social science and technical domains to 
investigate and anticipate WMD capabilities, intentions and 
countermeasures 5 to 20 years out. 
Project success stems from research objectivity, accountability, 
and high-quality products that have immediate value to the 
government and the public. In today’s budget austerity, 
PASCC aids resource planning and forecasts for a broad set of 





precise conventional weapon systems? 




PASCC sponsors innovative futures studies in collaboration 
with a diverse set of research partners. PASCC’s annual merit-
based, peer-review process for selecting projects ensures that 
DTRA and other stakeholders benefit from the most rigorous 
research by the best in the field. Launching the first full project 
cycle in 2012, after a review of over 200 proposals NPS gave 
28 projects awards to 15 different institutions. Project awards 
totaled approximately $6,250,000. 
Examples of such research include “Anatomizing the Behavior 
of Chemical and Biological Non-State Adversaries,” a project 
examining the potential chemical or biological terrorist 
adversary from a behavioral and organizational standpoint, and 
the U.S.-China dialogues that increase mutual understanding 
and further security objectives with a range of strategic actors 
in the two countries.  
Please the back of this handout for the expanse of PASCC projects. 
Email pascc@nps.edu for more information. 
Read recently released PASCC reports at  
www.nps.edu/Academics/Centers/CCC/Research/PASCC.html. 
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